GEORGIA CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES COMMISSION,

STATUTE REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE

Summary of Meeting Minutes

June 23, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Subcommittee Chair, Judge Louisa Abbot, with the Subcommittee Members reintroducing themselves.   The Subcommittee Members in attendance were as follows:   Judge A. Quillian Baldwin, Jr.; Judge Louisa Abbot; Judge Debra Bernes; Sadie Fields; Annetta Panatera; Judge R. Michael Key; and Charles Clay.  Staff, special invited guests and members of the public in attendance also introduced themselves.  
I.
Statute Review Subcommittee Purpose/Mission
Subcommittee Chair, Judge Louisa Abbot led a discussion regarding the role of this particular subcommittee.  The subcommittee members agreed that the role of this subcommittee was to make recommendations to the Commission on potential revisions to the statute regarding clarity, interpretation and ease of application.  At the same time, this subcommittee needs to maintain the integrity of the three branches of government and not comment or make recommendations regarding policy issues, which is the role of the legislature. There was a consensus among the subcommittee members to accept these statements as this subcommittee’s mission.
Judge Abbot also provided the subcommittee members with historical background of child support in Georgia.  Her comments included a brief background as to the current child support guidelines model, the flat percentage, and the philosophy behind the income shares model, which HB 221 incorporates.  
II.
Overview of Statute
Invited guests, Carol Walker and Sandy Bair, two private attorneys and active members of the State Bar Family Law Section, provided an overview of the origins of the current version of HB 221.  Both Ms. Walker and Ms. Bair worked on the draft of what was to become the substitute version of HB 221, which passed the Georgia Assembly and was signed by the Governor in April.  
III.
Technical Issues with Statute
Judge Abbot presented an outline of technical issues with the statute, which prompted a discussion among the subcommittee members as to specific technical errors, omissions, organizational structure of the statute.  The goal of this subcommittee is to make the statute more readable, organized, coherent and consistent. Since today’s subcommittee meeting was more of an overview of the statute’s technical issues, Judge Abbot asked that the subcommittee members review the bill thoroughly, and make a checklist of issues the subcommittee should consider to be discussed in detail at the next subcommittee meeting.  The review of the statute made by this subcommittee will then be forwarded in the form of recommendations to the full Commission for consideration.  In addition, Judge Abbot announced that this subcommittee will solicit comments from Child Support Enforcement regarding technical and clarity issues.  
Some of the technical issues mentioned today include placing all of the possible deviations in one section to ensure that definitions are consistent throughout the entire statute and clarify what other provisions mean.   Judge Abbot also invited the Georgia Office of Child Support Enforcement or one of the Assistant District Attorneys who regularly prosecute these cases to make a presentation on OCSE concerns to the next subcommittee meeting.  
At the same time, members of the subcommittee asked questions of provisions they, too, thought were unclear or vague.  To that end, there was some concern how these provisions will be taught to the judges, attorneys and potential litigants.  Judge Abbot spoke on the excellent training program (CLE program) held several months ago in Tennessee, prior to the implementation of that state’s new income shares statute.  Judge Abbot requested that staff provide subcommittee members with copies of Tennessee’s training materials. 

IV.Format for Requests 
Judge Abbot announced that meeting notices, summary of minutes and other information will be found on the Commission listserv, which is being managed by the Administrative Office of the Courts.  The public is also invited to sign up, but the public must be made aware that only specific comments regarding technical issues and omissions will be considered. Any unsolicited commentary which concerns an individual case or suggestions to the substantive portions of the statute will not be reviewed.    

In addition, Judge Abbot provided the Commission’s e-mail address for those interested parties (childsupport@gaaoc.us). 
     V.
Agenda Items for Next Meeting/Future Meeting Dates 
Judge Abbot recommended that the next meeting, which will need to be scheduled in about two weeks, be set up as an all day meeting.  She said she will have staff send out suggested meeting dates next week.    Judge Abbot said while this meeting today was an organizational meeting, she wants the work of this subcommittee geared to a strict timeline. Consequently, she suggests that if this subcommittee can finish its work this summer, it would free the members to concentrate on other subcommittees.  
The meeting was adjourned.
PAGE  
1

